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As librarians:

We acquire, manage, and maintain access to a set of 
information assets for our users. 
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Collections are vulnerable to:

ÅInherent decay: acidic paper, vinegar syndrome microforms

ÅNatural disasters: fire, flood, hurricane, tornado

ÅMechanical disasters, HVAC, water, mold

ÅHuman agent, vandalism, theft, arson

ÅHardware, software, and file format obsolescence

ÅNeglect
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Preservation is:

Strategically designed initiatives, activities and 
processes, employed to provide long-term, useful 
access to information assets for a community of users.
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Long term useful access:

Requires developing an organizational culture of that 
continually plans for and monitors risks to content and 
develops initiatives to mitigate those risks for your user 
community.
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Defining your user community

ÅFrequently requires brainstorming to include everyone

Å5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
values statements. 

ÅSome organizations have more than one user community

ÅDefinition should be the foundation for developing policies 
and plans for preservation
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What are your Information Assets?

ÅBooks, Serials, Journals?

ÅMaps?

ÅSpecial Collections, Rare materials?

ÅLicensed content, e-books?

ÅWeb content or web disseminated information?

ÅDigitally reformatted publications?

ÅArchival records?
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Assessing risk: collections

ÅDocumentation of holdings

ÅAge of materials

ÅSpecial Collections

ÅItems with specific historic 
or artifactual value

ÅLocation of collections in the 
building?
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Brittle paper:

ÅAcidic paper 1850-1990s

ÅHeat and humidity speed 
acidic reaction

ÅReplacement

ÅDigital reformatting
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Microforms: 

Vulnerable to water and humidity

Vinegar Syndrome an issue in 
older fiche
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Shelving
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Shelving 
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Preventative book repair

ÅCourses available online

ÅShould be designed to prevent 
further damage to bindings and 
paper.  

ÅMaterials used in repair should 
be conservation appropriate

ÅNever use tape!
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Assessing risks:

ÅThe Library Building: Age, type of 
structure, type of roof and 
drainage.  Type of windows.

ÅYour location: Type of storms, 
frequency, floodplain:

Åhttps://msc.fema.gov/portal/home
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Assessing risks: Water

ÅFire suppression

ÅHot and cold fresh water

ÅHot water radiators

ÅHot water to HVAC Heat 
Exchangers

ÅSteam to HVAC

ÅChiller water to HVAC

ÅCondensation return

ÅRain water

ÅSewage
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Assessing risks: Water

ÅHeed the warning signs

ÅReport signs of leaks as soon as 
they appear
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Assessing risk: Mold

ÅHumidity consistently above 
55% rH

ÅHVAC System Failure

ÅRenovation changes airflow

ÅAttempt to save $$$ on humidity 
and temp control

ÅExpensive to clean up!
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Fire

ÅPolicy on use of electric space 
heaters

ÅUse of extension cords

ÅEnsure that enough electrical 
circuits exist for break rooms

ÅEnforce no smoking policy
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